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America is Not the Land of Equal Opportunity for All
Introduction
Indeed, America is not the land of equal opportunity for all. For a very long time, people in America, just as other people in other parts of the world have had a dream of having an egalitarian society where there would be no rich or poor. Wealth would be distributed equally and evenly to all the society members and power would rest with the people equally and not just with a few people in the higher social class or wealth. However, this has remained a dream because the society has remained stratified socially and one social class has been ranked on top of the other. Other people have become wealthier than others and people have different privileges in life because of their gender and beauty as well as wealth and this has brought about social stratification that has made it very difficult to achieve an egalitarian society in the world and consequently in the United States of America (Samiksha, 2017).
Comments on why America is Not a land of Equal Opportunity for All
One cannot purport that America is a land of equal opportunity for all. This is because the American society is made up of various races who do not truly command the same amount of respect from Americans across all the states. The existences of the racial discriminations and segregation that has been in America since the days of the slave trade and the fight for the liberation by the likes of Martin Luther King Jr. makes it practically impossible to have equal opportunities for all people in America currently. Even though there is still a possibility of achieving equal opportunities for all people in America and even in the world, the only problem is that that possibility is bleak because of the existence of the racial differences and social differences in terms of respect that people demand and the wealth and power that they have compared to other races and other groups.
For many years, the black Americans have passed through discrimination and oppression in the hands of their white counterparts in America. There was even a time when the children of the two races could not school together. They could not even go to church or any other place of worship together. The hotels were labelled to indicate which race was allowed. The prestigious hotels and schools were left for the white Americans. On the other hand, the black Americans were subjected to low lives. They went to poorly equipped schools and their children experienced discrimination (Beeghley, 2015). Even though this is changing today in America, the fact remains that the experiences still linger in the minds of many Americans. This can be seen in the frequent association of the black people with vices and crimes such as robbery, murder and drug smuggling. The society of the American nation has not yet completely healed from the depression and segregation that was meted to the Americans in the past years. Therefore, as long as the police still associate black people to crimes and as long as some Americans think that their race is superior to other races living in America, America will remain to be a land no equal opportunity for all.  This is because, for equal opportunities to be realized for all, racial inequality has to be eliminated alongside other issues such as racial discrimination and equal resource distribution across all the states of America. 
Another reason why America is not a land of equal opportunities for all is the existence of a democratic leadership and political system in the country. The United States of America is one of the greatest democracies that the world has seen. Even though many people can argue that democracy helps to bring about equality, what they forget is that democracies only gives advantages to the majority and subject the minority to greater suffering and exclusion (Rothman, 2015). In a democracy, such as the American society, the majority always have their way regarding who leads them, who holds a particular position and who gains which power. This is especially regarding the political positions. Therefore, this brings about a difficulty in achieving equal opportunities for all. Since in a democracy, the majority have their ways on many issues, it means that the majority get to enjoy better opportunities than the minority. According to Rothman (2015), the minority are left to accept and can do nothing to change policies or even ideas perpetuated by the majority. This is why a democracy is sometimes defined as dictatorship by the majority in a country. The democratic way of doing things, therefore, leaves a lot of people categorized as the minority unsatisfied with the ways of life and policies regarding various issues in their lives. Therefore, American is not a land of equal opportunity for all because discontent remains for the minority who can have their voices had.
Society is stratified. This means that it is organized in a way that people and groups have been classified hierarchically with other social classes being higher than the other. Usually, social stratification is based on three main issues, wealth, power and influence. The American society has three major classes of the very rich, the moderate and the very poor people. Social stratification has created divisions and the divisions and subdivisions have, over the time, been accepted on the basis of sex and age, status and role, qualification and inefficiency, life chances and economic cum political ascription and monopolization, ritual and ceremony and on numerous other bases. Therefore, this means that in America, just like in any other country, their classes enjoy different privileges. However, the society is organized in such a way that the high class cannot survive without the lower and the middle class and the middle class cannot survive without the high and the low class and consequently, the lower class cannot survive without the higher and the middle class (Beeghley, 2015). There is great interdependence between the classes and this creates the need for the existence of each of them. Furthermore, the interdependence has become accepted by the people in America just like it has been accepted in other parts of the world and people have learned to accept that certain things are for particular classes of people. Therefore, the American nation is not a land of equal opportunity for all because the society is stratified into the high, middle and lower class and this means each social class experiences unique opportunities which can never be equal or the same for all people in America.
In my interaction with my colleagues in areas of work and educational institutions, I have experienced the true effect of social stratification which has made me understand that in this world, it is difficult to have a country where every person has equal opportunity in life. For example, when looking for internship organizations, one of the questions that the managers like asking students is which university or college they came from. Some colleges and universities are more prestigious than the others in the United States of America. The same applies to high schools and vocational training institutes. Therefore, some organizations will feel comfortable granting internship requests to students or graduates from certain universities that are considered prestigious than those from others considered to be less prestigious even if the applicants have the same qualifications (Lesley, 2018). This is clear evidence that people in America cannot have equal opportunity. The society is classified in a way that social stratification has taken root even in institutions. Therefore, have accepted the social stratification that already exists in the America society and it has become parts and parcel of them, and consequently, it would be complicated to achieve equal opportunities for all people because the nature of social stratification cannot allow it.
Conclusion
In conclusion. America is indeed not a land of equal opportunity for all. This is because of the nature of social stratification where people are divided and classified into high, middle and lower class and all the classes have interdependence. The fact that the American people accept social stratification makes any allegation that America is a land of opportunity for all null and void. Therefore, even though achieving equal opportunity for all in America is still very much possible, it should be understood that it is a hard task so long as issues such as racial discrimination and existence of social classes still exist.
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